
Government Quarter One 

 

 

Length of 

unit 

Ohio Content 

Standards 

UNIT GOALS STRATEGIES & METHODS 

 

Chapter 2 

 

3 Weeks 

 

1st quarter 

 

 September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4, 5, 6, 8, 16 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

Identify basic ideas about government 

brought from England 

 

Identify how governments began to 

develop in the colonies 

 

Identify how the relationship between 

the colonies and Britain began to 

change 

 

Identify reasons for the Declaration of 

Independence 

 

Understand why the Declaration of 

Independence was considered a 

revolutionary document 

 

Identify major weaknesses in the 

Structure and application of the 

Articles of Confederation 

 

Understand what led to the forming of 

the Constitution in 1787 

 

Identify Compromises and Reasons for 

Compromise at the Constitutional 

Convention 

 

Understand arguments for and against 

ratification of Constitution 

 

Understand how the Bill of Rights was a 

compromise between the Federalists 

who wanted a strong government and 

the Anti-Federalists who wanted to 

protect Individual rights and were 

opposed to the strong government 

created under the Constitution 

 

 

Class Discussion 

 

Shays’s Rebellion Video 

 

Forming a new government 

simulation 

 

Read federalist papers and 

identify major arguments for 

ratification 

 

Write about what would our 

government look like today 

without the Constitution 

 

Have students Develop a fix for 

the problems in the Articles of 

Confederation 

 

Fill in chart with dates leading 

up to the Creation of a new 

government 

 

 



 

 

 

  Length of 

unit 

Ohio Content 

Statement 

UNIT GOALS STRATEGIES & METHODS 

  

Chapter 1 

 

 

1st quarter 

 

 

2 weeks 

 

 

Aug/ early 

September 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Students will  be able to:  

 

Identify the four basic 

characteristics that make up a state 

 

Identify the major theories of how 

states develop 

 

Understand why government exists 

 

Identify how the Constitution is a 

social contract 

 

Identify the differences and 

similarities between unitary, federal, 

and Confederate Governments 

 

Identify differences and similarities 

between presidential and 

Parliamentary forms of Government 

 

Identify the basic concepts on which 

American government is based 

 

Class discussions 

 

Read preamble and have students 

research ways the government 

carries out the preamble as a social 

contract 

 

Compare and Contrast the different 

theories of how states develop 

 

Research countries from around 

the world and compare and 

contrast their systems of 

government with the United States 

 

Respond to a quote from the 

chapter by writing a response and 

telling whether students agree or 

disagree 

Length of 

unit 

CONTENT 

STANDARDS 

UNIT GOALS STRATEGIES & METHODS 

  

Chapter 3 

 

2 Weeks 

 

Quarter 1 

 

September/ 

October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 

11. 12, 13 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

Identify basic principles on which the 

Constitution is built 

 

Identify the major methods of 

amendment to the constitution 

 

Identify impact that Constitutional 

Amendment has made on U.S. 

Government 

 

Understand that the Constitution is 

a living document that changes with 

the times 

 

Identify the ways in which our 

government can change without 

going through the process of 

formal amendment 

 

Understand why informal amendment 

is important for  the government to 

be able to adapt to the times 

 

Class discussions 

 

Story book for one of the basic 

principles 

 

Which Constitutional Amendments 

have had major impact on students’ 

lives 

 

Students compare and contrast 

different methods of both formal 

and informal amendment 

 

Multimedia Presentation of 

Amendments 11-27 

 

 



 

Length of unit CONTENT 

STANDARDS 

UNIT GOALS STRATEGIES & METHODS 

  

Chapter 4 

 

1.5 weeks 

 

Quarter 1 

 

October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5, 19 Students will be able to: 

 

Identify powers assigned to 

both the national and state 

governments 

 

Understand the role that the 

Supreme Court plays in the 

Federal system 

 

Identify the obligations that 

the national government has 

to the states 

 

Understand the relationship 

that states have with one 

another 

 

Identify  support that the 

states provide to the national 

government 

 

Identify reasons that states 

need to cooperate with one 

another 

 

Understand the types of 

support the national 

government provides to the 

states 

 

Understand the process of 

admitting new states 

Class discussion 

 

Guided readings 

 

Provide examples by states and  

students  determine whether or not 

they are able to do them based on 

the Constitution 

 

Investigate Court Cases involving 

interstate relations; compare and 

contrast rulings in decisions 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Length of 

unit 

 

Ohio CONTENT 

STANDARDS 

 

UNIT GOALS 

 

STRATEGIES & METHODS 

  

Chapter 

10,11,12 

 

3 weeks 

 

2nd quarter 

 

October/ 

November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14, 15 

 

Students will be able to: 

Understand the place, role and 

structure of Congress 

Understand and identify the 

terms and qualifications  of 

both houses of Congress 

Identify the general 

characteristics of members of 

Congress 

Understand where Congress 

gets its powers in the U.S. 

Constitution 

 

 

discussion 

 

guided reading 

 

Investigate and Report on 

current legislation and actions 

of Congress 

 

Students design comic book for 

superhero Captain Congress 

creating a problem and 

explaining how congress uses 

their powers to solve problems 

 

Interpret political cartoons 

 

Research  to find out the 

background of current members 

of Congress 


